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Policy on Credit Hour Definition

Purpose: To incorporate formally a definition of credit hour and how the credit hours for classes
will be formally reviewed.

Background: A system-wide memorandum dated December 21, 2020, outlines the system’s
definition of a credit hour, and directs all CSU campuses to “develop, communicate and implement
procedures for regular, periodic review of this credit hour policy to ensure that credit hour
assignments are accurate, reliable and consistently applied,” by June 2021. It indicates that,
“campuses will be responsible (effective summer 2021) for publishing a clearly stated practice or
process that ensures they are in compliance with the student credit hour definition.”

The CSU definition of a credit hour that applies at the writing of this policy is thus:
1. A credit hour approximates not less than:

a. One hour of direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student
work each week for approximately 15 weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit (or 10
to 12 weeks for one quarter hour of credit) or the equivalent amount of work over a different
amount of time; or

b. At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph 1.a. of this definition for other
academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships,
practica, studio work and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours; and

2. Permits an institution, in determining the amount of work associated with a credit hour, to take
into account a variety of delivery methods, measurements of student work, academic calendars,
disciplines and degree levels. Institutions have the flexibility to award a greater number of credits for
courses that require more student work.

In light of these definitions, the following is a policy on regular and periodic review to ensure the
accuracy, reliability, and consistency of credit hour applications.

Accountability: Academic Affairs, Program and Department Chairs
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Applicability: Program Areas
Policy:

1. The CSUCI credit hour definition is the same as that provided by the CSU, federal law, and the
requirements of the WASC Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC).

2. This credit hour information will be regularly included in the university catalog.
3. During the course scheduling process each semester, program and department chairs review

course assignments to ensure that credit hour assignments are accurate, reliably, and consistently
applied.
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